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Seniors vs Crime: Who We Are. What We Do

By Judy Harden
Seniors vs Crime is a non-profit organization that operates as
a Special Project of the Florida Attorney General’s Office.
Founded in 1989, Seniors vs
Crime has been a Special Project of every Florida Attorney
General since it began operation. There is no charge for our
services.
Seniors vs Crime works
in partnership with the various law enforcement agencies
throughout the state of Florida,
educating seniors on how not
to become a victim of a scam
or fraud. However, if it happens, or if they experience a
problem with a service provider or contractor not completing
a job (A new roof that is still
leaking. Flooring that is buckling. Car issues, etc.), Seniors
vs Crime will help walk them
through the process of mediating the problem; either getting
their money back or getting the
job completed to the consumer’s satisfaction.
Most area offices are
located within a law enforcement agency and are staffed
by volunteers more commonly
referred to as “Sleuths,” who
assist persons involved in civil
disputes with contractors and
other businesses or individuals, or who may have otherwise been defrauded or taken
advantage of financially.
The primary goal of
the Seniors vs Crime Project
is to reduce the victimization

of senior citizens who are often targeted for specific crimes
or scams based on their age.
The project accomplishes this
goal by providing various
educational and crime prevention programs to senior
citizen groups; investigating
complaints and seeking restitution for seniors in appropriate instances and by providing
investigative agencies with senior volunteers to assist them
with specific investigations.
Why Target Seniors?
Most seniors are very
trusting. They grew up in a
different generation where a
handshake meant something
and your word was your bond.
Scammers feel that many seniors don’t work and therefore
have a lot of money to invest.
Seniors may be lonely – widow/widower, or have no close
family, or no family at all, and
become lonely and looking for
friendship or companionship.
Many seniors are not versed in
the new generation of technology and its use, making them
feel isolated. They are easily
befriended.
Who are the Seniors vs Crime
(SVC) Project volunteers?
We refer to volunteers
as a “Senior Sleuth.” Senior
Sleuths represent seniors who
have retired from all walks of
life, ranging from homemak-

ers to rocket scientists – office
workers, housewives, factory
workers, bus drivers, secretaries, accountants, executives, retired attorneys, retired
private investigators, retired
civilian workers, retired law
enforcement personnel, and a
number of other professions.
Statewide, every year volunteers contribute more than
35,000 man-hours assisting
fellow seniors.
Seniors who volunteer
with the SVC Project have
four basic requirements – 1)
they are age 50 or older, however younger volunteers are
accepted, 2) they must have a
genuine desire to help others,
3) they must have no criminal
history, and of course, 4) they
MUST agree to hold Seniors
vs Crime Project information
strictly confidential, this includes the personal information of senior clients and fellow sleuths.
The victim must make the
request.
The services of the SVC
Project must be requested by
the victim. The project cannot
respond to suggestions that a
third party has a problem and
should be contacted. Victims
may be assisted in filing their
complaint by family, friends,
or Power of Attorneys, but the
victim must sign the Request
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for Assistance form before assistance can be
rendered,
If you are involved in a civil situation
and you request the assistance of SVC, the Senior Sleuth assigned to your case will do everything possible to reach a settlement without cost
to you and without public or family embarrassment. Senior Sleuths are successful in a high
percentage of cases.
The SVC project handles thousands of
cases for seniors every year. Since 2001 project
offices have handled more than 39,000 cases,
and recovered over $16,000,000 in real dollars plus over $12,000,000 in realized gain for
Florida seniors. That’s a total of $28,000,000
for Florida seniors that would have otherwise
been lost. The Alachua County Office has recovered over $2 million dollars to date. Money
that went back to the consumer, at no additional
cost to the consumer.
To learn more about the Seniors vs
Crime Project, file an online complaint, request
a speaker, or volunteer,
visit us at www.SeniorsVsCrime.com.
Judy Harden is the Deputy Director, Region IV,
Seniors vs Crime.
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Savvy Caregiver Training
Savvy Caregiver Training is a multisession training dedicated to people who
care for family members and friends with
dementias (like Alzheimer’s). Our goal
is to reduce caregiver stress by offering
easy-to-understand information about
progressive dementias, related medicines
and diagnostic tools. In the program we
help caregivers build skills on relating to
persons of dementia when they behave in
ways that baffle, embarrass or irritate you
and others.
For more information and class
dates, go to the website (http://agingresources.org/savvy-caregiver-for-families) or Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/savvycaregivertraining).
Contact Johnnie Jones at jonesj@agingresources.org or 352-692-5277 to register.

From the Desk of Sam W. Boone, Jr.:
What Will 2020 Bring?
By Sam W. Boone, Jr.
important for a variety of reasons. One reason
is that on a daily basis, as many as 10,000

Editor’s Note: This is part of a series of columns baby boomers are turning 65. Some of those

that will be presented in this newsletter by Sam
W. Boone, Jr., a local attorney whose primary
practice areas include elder law, estate
planning, probate and trust administration. It
is hoped that the information will be valuable
for caregivers and family members dealing
with issues related to elder law.

Welcome to 2020!
As is often the case, a new year brings
changes to many of us. In the areas of elder law
and estate planning there are two significant
changes in store for us in 2020.
The first is a major change in the rules
relating to the distribution of IRA funds at
the death of the original participant. The
Secure Act (which stands for “Setting Every
Community Up for Retirement Enhancement”)
became effective last week on Jan 1.
The most discussed change is the
elimination of the ability of inheritors to
“stretch” the receipt of the inherited IRA
proceeds using their life span. Under the
new rules the inheritor IRA funds must be
distributed within either a 10-year window or
a five-year window. Oher changes include:
•Increased age required minimum
distributions begin from 70 ½ to 72, but if you
turned 70 ½ in 2019 then 70 ½ still applies.
•Deductible IRA/Plan contributions can
now continue to be made after plan participant
reaches the age of 70 ½ so long as the plan
participant has earned income.
•Added a new exception from the 10%
excise tax on IRA/Plan withdrawal prior to
reaching age 59 ½ in the case of childbirth or
adoption of up to $5,000.
•529 Plans can now be used to pay for
(1) certain apprenticeship programs including
fees, books, supplies, and equipment and (2)
student loan repayments of up to $10,000.
•Kiddie Tax reverts to prior law so that
parent’s tax rate will apply to child’s unearned
income in lieu of applying the trust and estate
brackets.
•Moves due date for establishment of
new plan until due date of employer’s tax
return (including any applicable extensions).
The second change deals with Social
Security. Any changes in Social security are

reaching 65 are looking at retirement in the
near future, and for many of those retirees,
Social Security will be an important part of
their retirement income.
In 2020, the full retirement age has
increased for those born in 1960 or later to
67. You can still start taking Social Security
at 62 but the monthly payments will be less.
The cost of living or COLA adjustment is
increasing very slightly in 2020. The increase
is 1.6 percent. For the average person, this
means an increase of about $25 a month, and
for the highest earners, it could amount to $50
a month.
Longer ter m there are continuing
concerns about the long-term viability for
Social Security. If the federal government
takes no action in
the coming years,
the current excess
trust fund revenue in
Social Security will
be depleted by 2034.
If that occurs, Social
Secu r it y benef it s
will be less than 80
percent of that which
has been promised.
And if, as suggested
by the cur rent
administration, the
payroll tax is lowered, the fund would get
depleted even more quickly.
So welcome to a new year and a new
decade. One thing has not changed. As
caregivers, you play a critical role in the lives
of your loved ones. So, it is important you stay
aware of changes in their lives and changes in
the rules and laws that impact them.
Sam W. Boone, Jr. is a Gainesville-based
attorney practicing elder law and estate
planning. He is past-president of the Academy
of Florida Elder Law Attorneys and is
accredited by the Veterans Administration. To
learn more about elder-law issues, go online
to www. http://boonelaw.com, or call (352)
374-8308.

Caregiver Support Groups
Al’z Place
3rd Thursday of the month at 9am
Open to all caregivers
1610 NW 23rd Ave. Gainesville
Contact Nancy at 352-265-9200

Community Coalition for Older Adults
Second Friday of the month, Senior Recreation
Center, 5701 NW 34 St.
Contact Shirley Bloodworth at
sgblood@bellsouth.net

Alzheimer’s Association
Caregiver Support Group
2nd Thursday of each month - 1:30 p.m.
Edward Jones conference room,
220 North Main Street, Suite 2, Chiefland
Contact Kathryn at 352-493-4949

Elder Options
Fourth Wednesday of the month,
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
100 SW 75th Street, Gainesville
Contact Renee Horne at 352-692-5226

Cancer Center at NFRMC
Breast Cancer Support Group
2nd Tuesday of the month - 6pm - 7:30 pm
Call Susie at 352-333-5849
Caregiver Connection by
Senior Healthcare Center
3rd Tuesday of the month- 2:30-4:00pm
Senior Healthcare Center at Springhill
3720 NW 83rd Street, Gainesville, FL 32606
Contact Flory at 352-336-3050
Caregiver Connection by
Senior Healthcare Center
4th Tuesday of the month from 1-2:00pm
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26, Melrose, FL 32666
Call 352-475-3792

Haven
Bereavement Supports
Call 352-378-2121
Hospice of Marion County
Transitions Caregiver Support Group
Usually the 2nd Tuesday of each month 1
1am - 1 pm
The Elliott Center, 3231 SW 34th Ave. Ocala
Call 352-854-5200
Lake Area Caregiver Support Group
4th Tuesday of the month from 1-2:00 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church
204 SR 26, Melrose, FL 32666
Call 352-475-3792
Park Meadows Health and Rehab Center
3250 SW 41 Pl, Gainesville
Call 352-378-1558

Caregiver Connection by
Senior Healthcare Center
(for Village residents and their families only)
2nd Thursday of the month from 1:30-3 pm
8000 NW 27th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32606
Call 352-872-5332

United Church of Gainesville
1624 NW 5th Ave, Gainesville
3rd Tuesday of the month from 7-8pm
Open to caregivers of persons with dementia
Call 800-272-3900 to RSVP

If you are aware of any changes or updates
to this list, please notify us at
david@greenbergcommunications.com

VITAS Healthcare
Grief Support Group- High Springs
Contact Joy at 386-201-1070

A New Year and New Hope for Alzheimer’s Patients and Caregivers
By Johnnie Jones III
As we launch out into a new year and a new decade,
it is exciting to think that the likelihood of major
changes in the diagnosis, prevention and treatment
of Alzheimer’s disease and other causes of dementia is very high.
Scientists are making breakthroughs daily
and new, promising research is turning what used to
be a bleak and hopeless landscape into a bright and
encouraging future.
On a national level, there have been increases in research funding through the BOLD Act.
Floridians may be heartened to know that the state
Department of Health has added Dementia to the
State Health Improvement Plan as an area of concern, which means that more funding, research, prevention and attention will go toward this issue. The
Greater Gainesville Area and North Central Florida
has an active Dementia Care and Cure Initiative
Task Force that is working to make our community
more livable and dementia friendly. There has been
a marked and rapid turn from the doom and gloom

messages predicting a tsunami of diagnosed people
and overwhelmed caregivers vying for a limited
and dwindling pool of resources with no real expectation of improvement.
In fact, the numbers have not changed, but
there is a hard push toward deploying the assets
needed to slow the pace of this epidemic and improve the outcomes of those who might be probable
for or already living with these diseases.
More neurologists and gerontologists are
talking about brain health and prevention through
better nutrition, more sleep, improved diets, increased physical activity and meaningful social engagement.
The New Year has brought a new message
of optimism and expectation and frustrated caregivers now have more to be thankful for than ever.
Johnnie Jones III is the Caregiver Support Coordinator for Elder Options/Savvy Caregivery Training
Program.

Locally owned and operated for 20 years
•

Wheelchairs, power chairs, scooters,
lift chairs, walkers & ADL equipment
•

Committed to providing customers with an
exceptional level of personalized care
We’re here to help.
2032 NW 6th St.
(352) 367-9920
Find us on Facebook!

Useful Resources
Seniors vs. Crime: www.seniorsvscrime.com
Alzheimer’s Association – www.alz.org/cnfl
Doggie Styles: Mobile Pet Grooming – www.doggiestyles.org
Elder Affairs – www.elderaffairs.state.fl.us/index.php
Elder Helpline – Florida hotline 1-800-963-5337
Elder Helpline – Alachua County hotline 1-800-262-2243
Elder Options – Savvy Caregiver Classes –
www.agingresources.org
Florida Silver Alert –www.elderaffairs.state.fl.us/doea/silver_alert.html
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders)
www.floridashine.org
Driving – www.ufhealth.org/uf-smartdrive-driver-rehabilitation
Medicare – www.medicare.org
State of Florida – www.myflorida.com
National Institute on Aging (free publications) – https://order.nia.nih.gov
United Way – Alachua, Bradford & Putnam counties –
www.unitedwayncfl.org
Aging Life Care Association –www.aginglifecare.org
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – www.va.gov
Uber Guide for Seniors – https://www.uber.com/blog/gainesville/freedom-in-motion
Sleep Issues – https://www.tuck.com/dementia/
If you are aware of any changes or updates
to this list, please notify us at
david@greenbergcommunications.com

Services Include

Assisting With Families’ Home Care Needs
Since 1990!

Alzheimer’s Care
Fall Prevention Care
Heart Disease Care
Hospice Care
Hospital Sitter Care
Parkinson’s Care
Recovery Accident or Surgery
Respite Care Relief
Senior Home Care
Social Isolation Care
Stroke Recovery Care

In Home Care Services
Gainesville, FL
352-327-3877
https:/www.grannynannies.com
https://www.facebook.com/GrannyNanniesGainesville
License # NR30211487

caregiver
HEALTH & WELLNESS

Come join us at The Windsor for an informative
presentation on how to prevent caregiver burnout.
Guest speaker Robyn Katz, along with some other
caregivers, will equip you with tips and tactics you
can use to better take care of yourself while
caring for your loved one.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
11:00AM-12:30PM
Please RSVP by January 20 to: (352) 745-3916 or
online at WindsorOfGainesvilleEvents.com

ALF# 13145

• Co-facilitator of Al’z Place caregiver
support group
• Former Program Manager at Al’z Place
(a program of ElderCare)
• One of Gainesville’s most active
caregiver support resources
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3605 NW 83rd St
Gainesville, FL 32606

Guest Speaker: ROBYN KATZ
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Enjoy a complimentary lunch following
the presentation.

A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com
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